6 October 2017
Air Partner’s Freight team charters flights across the Caribbean
to support hurricane relief effort
Air Partner, the global aviation services group, has carried out a number of urgent freight charters across the
Caribbean in recent weeks to support the relief effort in the wake of Hurricanes Irma and Maria. The flights
were operated on behalf of governments, NGOs, charities and commercial entities to a number of islands in
the region, including Puerto Rico, Cuba and Guadeloupe.
The Air Partner Freight team was called upon to ensure that essential cargo – such as generators, four-wheel
drive vehicles, bottled water and humanitarian aid - reached those affected in the most efficient and timeeffective way possible. Aircraft used ranged from private jets to Antonov AN-124s, one of which was in fact
among the first aircraft to land at San Juan Airport in Puerto Rico after it reopened.
Since many islands suffered communication difficulties in the immediate aftermath of the storms, Air Partner’s
representatives on the ground closely coordinated cargo delivery, aircraft loading, aircraft handling and landing
requests. With aircraft availability changing at very short notice, forward planning was crucial to ensuring the
successful operation of these flights.
Mike Hill, Air Partner’s Director of Freight, commented: “Air Partner’s Freight team has extensive
experience in arranging time-critical shipments and understand that speed is of the essence in circumstances
such as these. Assessing the current state of the airport infrastructure following such hurricane damage is
often an important issue, but we worked around the clock to ensure that our customers’ cargo was delivered
to those in need as quickly as possible. Our thoughts are with all of those who have been affected.”
Air Partner is a valued supplier to many national and international organisations and provides aviation solutions
to corporates and governments worldwide, including six of the G7 group of governments, NGOs and aid
agencies, as well as international and UK royalty. The Company has significant aid and crisis experience. Air
Partner Freight transported over 2000 tonnes of medical supplies, humanitarian aid and hospital building
supplies in response to the Ebola crisis, as well as 300 tonnes of aid to Nepal in the aftermath of the 2015
earthquake. In 2013, the Group transported 600 tonnes of humanitarian aid to the Philippines when Typhoon
Haiyan devastated the region. During the Arab Spring of 2011, which coincided with several natural disasters,
Air Partner worked around the clock to evacuate more than 12,000 people from across the Middle East in just
six weeks, while also delivering aid to Japan and New Zealand.
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About Air Partner:
Founded in 1961, Air Partner is a global aviation services group that provides worldwide solutions to industry,
commerce, governments and private individuals. The Group has two divisions: Broking division, comprising
air charter broking and remarketing; and the Consulting & Training division, comprising the aviation safety
consultancies, Baines Simmons, Clockwork Research and SafeSkys, as well as Air Partner’s Emergency
Planning Division. For reporting purposes, the Group is structured into four divisions: Commercial Jets, Private
Jets, Freight (Broking) and Consulting & Training (Baines Simmons, Clockwork Research, SafeSkys and Air
Partner’s Emergency Planning Division). The Commercial Jet division charters large airliners to move groups
of any size. Air Partner Remarketing, which is within the Commercial Jet division, provides comprehensive
remarketing programmes for all types of commercial and corporate aircraft to a wide range of international
clients. Private Jets offers the Company's unique pre-paid JetCard scheme and on-demand charter. Freight
charters aircraft of every size to fly almost any cargo anywhere, at any time. Baines Simmons is a world leader
in aviation safety consulting specialising in aviation regulation, compliance and safety management. Clockwork
Research is a leading fatigue risk management consultancy. SafeSkys is a leading Environmental and Air
Traffic Control services provider to UK and International airports. Air Partner is headquartered alongside
Gatwick airport in the UK. Air Partner operates 24/7 year-round and has 20 offices globally. Air Partner is listed
on the London Stock Exchange (AIR) and is ISO 9001:2008 compliant for commercial airline and private jet
solutions worldwide. www.airpartner.com

