6th November 2018
Air Partner Freight continues strong growth trajectory in H1 2018
H1 2018 highlights:
-

Gross profit up 36.4% to £1.5m (H1 2017: £1.1m)
Strong demand from Automotive and Aerospace clients
Continued investment in regional teams

Following on from a record 2017, the Freight team at Air Partner has enjoyed a busy and fruitful first
half of the financial year, winning cargo mandates from a variety of new and existing customers. As was
recently announced in Air Partner’s interim results, Freight gross profit was up 36.4% for the six months
ended 31 July 2018.
Air Partner’s 24/7 offering and personalised service have continued to attract clients over the past year
and time critical requests are an important segment of the Freight business. Clients that use Air
Partner’s Freight services are diverse, from Oil & Gas companies to Charities. Demand from Automotive
and Aerospace sectors remains strong, both in charter and on board courier products.
Air Partner’s freight division has continued to grow its global operations. In 2017, the German office
moved to larger premises in Cologne to allow for further growth and 2018 has seen the appointment of
a new Freight Charter Sales Broker and Sales Manager. Elsewhere, this summer saw the opening of a
Los Angeles office and the expansion of the freight team into new office space in Fort Lauderdale. The
team in Turkey has also increased in size, following significant business growth last year.
The Freight division has achieved this growth in the face of mounting pressure in the market for charter
brokers to change tactics to increase their market share by either working directly with shippers or
becoming aircraft operators in their own right. Air Partner, however, remains true to its principles by
working solely with freight forwarders. This allows the company to remain neutral, focused on finding
the best solution for its clients’ requirements and develop long-term loyalty.
Mike Hill, Director of Freight at Air Partner, commented: “I am proud of the tireless work of the
Freight team and our success in the first half of the year. We won’t be resting on our laurels, however
– we are committed to continue growing our client numbers, whilst never sacrificing the high levels of
customer service that are synonymous with Air Partner.”
Air Partner Freight charters aircraft of every size to fly cargo anywhere, at any time, whatever its weight,
size or shape. Serving freight forwarders, governments, relief and humanitarian organisations, the
freight team provides bespoke air charter solutions to meet a wide range of cargo charter needs. From
urgent ‘go now’ requirements moving small quantities of automotive spare parts, through to the most
complex project cargo shipments taking several months to plan, Air Partner Freight has the skills,
experience and expertise to ensure shipments are handled securely and reliably. Air Partner Freight
has cargo specialists in the UK, USA, Germany, France and Turkey, who provide strength of knowledge
by utilising all types of aircraft for tailored cargo charter services.
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About Air Partner:
Founded in 1961, Air Partner is a global aviation services group that provides worldwide solutions to
industry, commerce, governments and private individuals. The Group has two divisions: Charter

division, comprising air charter broking and remarketing; and the Consulting & Training division,
comprising the aviation safety consultancies, Baines Simmons, Clockwork Research and SafeSkys, as
well as Air Partner's Emergency Planning Division. For reporting purposes, the Group is structured into
four divisions: Commercial Jets, Private Jets, Freight (Charter) and Consulting & Training (Baines
Simmons, Clockwork Research, SafeSkys and Air Partner's Emergency Planning Division). The
Commercial Jet division charters large airliners to move groups of any size. Air Partner Remarketing,
which is within the Commercial Jet division, provides comprehensive remarketing programmes for all
types of commercial and corporate aircraft to a wide range of international clients. Private Jets offers
the Company's unique pre-paid JetCard scheme and on-demand charter. Freight charters aircraft of
every size to fly almost any cargo anywhere, at any time. Baines Simmons is a world leader in aviation
safety consulting specialising in aviation regulation, compliance and safety management. Clockwork
Research is a leading fatigue risk management consultancy. SafeSkys is a leading Environmental and
Air Traffic Control services provider to UK and International airports. Air Partner is headquartered
alongside Gatwick airport in the UK. Air Partner operates 24/7 year-round and has 20 offices globally.
Air Partner is listed on the London Stock Exchange (AIR) and is 9001:2015 compliant for commercial
airline and private jet solutions worldwide. www.airpartner.com

